THE RUSSIAN TREATY
the French Ambassador ? Does not that show that the Prime
Minister himself recognizes that he is embarking on a task
different in nature from that of bringing about peaceful
.relations with any other country in the world ? '
MacDonald's policy of opportunism was nowhere so evident
as in relation to Russia, Here he sought the middle course.
He always hated extremism and he sought to propitiate the
Opposition. The Labour Party, on the other hand, has at
annual Conferences and elsewhere taken the opposite position.
They have always sought; to bring about, not only peaceful
relations with Russia,, but friendly co-operation.
At the annual Conference of the Labour Party held in
London in June 19123, MacPonukl moved a comprehensive
resolution which defined the Party position regarding the more
urgent matters of foreign policy. The motion protested against
the occupation of the Ruhr by the French and Belgian military
forces as an act of aggression and war. The Conference con-
sidered c that this country should adopt a generous attitude in
the matter of inter-allied debts, as part of a general settlement
of the reparation problem and that the whole of the allied
armies should be withdrawn immediately from German terri-
tory ; and that a World < Conference should be held to revise
the Peace Treaties in accordance with the needs of European
political and economic reconstruction*s On the important
question of Russia, the Conference recorded its satisfaction
with the Government us far as the Trade Agreement was
concerned and * further reaffirms its opinion that there can be
no complete agreement upon British and Russian international
policies until this country accords full recognition to the
Russian Government/ When the Labour Government took
office in 1924, it was pledged to take every possible action to
create and maintain the friendliest relations with Russia. The
Labour Party expected that a decision to that effect would be
made at the first Cabinet,
The fact that Sir Eyre Crowe was opposed to any such
course may have been influential in persuading the Prime
Minister, who held the same view, from taking action. When
rumours of the hostility of the Foreign Office began to leak
out, there were protests from the Party* At a meeting of the
Parliamentary Party* the question was raised and the Govern-
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